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This Situation Report is issued by the World Health Organization-Solomon Islands Country Office and highlights the 
health update related to the Measles Outbreak in Solomon Islands. This covers the period of 16 to 25 September 2014. 
Data provided is based on the information gathered within the reporting period.  

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Measles cases continue to rise. There have been 2300 cases of measles reported to the 
National Surveillance Unit since 1 July.  

• The National Measles Vaccination Campaign 2014 continues in Honiara and Guadalcanal 
Provinces, while microplans for all other provinces except Choiseul have been completed 
and submitted. 

• Eight of the 11 Honiara vaccination satellite sites closed on 18 September, however nurses 
commenced house-to-house vaccinations to reach children under 5 years old. 

• 200,000 doses of the measles vaccine arrived in Honiara on 25 September and another 
197,000 doses are expected to arrive shortly.  

    

 

CASES 

2300 

DEATHS 

6 

PROVINCES 

8 of 10 

 

VACCINES GIVEN  

76, 372 

WHO and MHMS national and provincial staff in a pre-measles campaign coordination meeting in Auki, Malaita. Photo: WHO/JMartinez 
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OUTBREAK OVERVIEW 

The first measles case from this outbreak was reported in June 

this year. A traveller returned from Papua New Guinea (PNG) 

and was identified with measles. Measles has been circulating 

in PNG for the past two years. 

There have been 2300 cases of measles reported since 1 July, 
which includes 829 new cases that were reported in the last 
epidemiological week.  

There have been an additional three measles-related deaths, 
bringing the total death count to six. 

The median age of measles cases is 17 years and the age range 
is 16 days old to 80 years old.  

The major burden of disease is in children under 1 year and in 
15 to 19 year olds. 

Cases are being reported from eight of the ten provinces, 

including Honiara, Choiseul, Guadalcanal, Isabel, Malaita, 

Makira, Renbel and Temotu.  

Since the first measles case was identified, Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) surveillance 

for acute fever and rash (and measles) was implemented at eight Honiara City Council (HCC) clinics and 

Good Samaritan Hospital as well as continuing through the National Syndromic Surveillance System. 

Figure 1. National Epi Curve by week of onset of rash and case status, 2014 

 
 

 

Children under 1 year are amongst the most 
burdened by measles.  Photo: WHO/SChapman 
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MHMS RESPONSE  

Updates from the National Measles Vaccination Campaign 2014 

The National Measles Vaccination Campaign 2014 

was launched on 1 September. The campaign aims 

to provide free measles vaccination to Solomon 

Islanders aged between 6 months to 30 years, 

excluding pregnant women.  

Honiara City Council 

Honiara City Council (HCC) is in its 4th week of its 
vaccination campaign.  

Eight of the 11 HCC vaccination satellite sites closed 
on 18 September. Henderson Airport, Point Cruz 
Port and National Referral Hospital sites are still 
operational.  

All eight of the HCC health clinics remain open. 

Five mobile teams have been deployed to give 
house-to-house measles vaccinations in densely areas with the aim of vaccinating missed eligible children 
and improving vaccination coverage of the HCC under 5 year old population.  

Guadalcanal Province 

Guadalcanal Province (GP) is its 2nd week of the campaign, targeting the population aged 6 months to 30 
years. GP satellite teams continue to vaccinate at Henderson Market Area, Kakabona, Marara clinic and 
Visale clinic. The Good Samaritan Hospital mobile team is continuing outreach vaccinations in Zone 6.  

The GP Health Promotion team is collaborating with the National Health Promotion team to develop and 
implement a social mobilization strategy. The GP team has been focusing on awareness activities at Marara 
and Henderson.  

Campaign Results to-date 

Table 1. Vaccinations administered by age, Honiara: 3-23 September 2014 
 

6-11 months 12-59 months 5 to 9 years 10 to 19 years 20 to 30 years Total 

344 2,694 7,212 14,283 27,999 52,532 

The total amount of vaccinations administered since August 1 is 76,372. This includes 4,119 vaccinations 
given to people from Guadalcanal Province.  

Based on the results that have been provided by the Ministry of Health, the current under-5 target is not 
being successfully achieved within Honiara. As a result, outreach activities will continue until Sunday, 28 
September 2014 in order to reach these cases within the community, focusing on vaccinating children 
within the under-5 age group.  

Director of Maternal and Child Health Dr. Divi nal Ogaoga visiting the 
medical store of Kiluúfi Hospital, Malaita. Photo: WHO/JMartinez 
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WHO EPI expert Dr Alieyu conducting a TOT training in Malaita. Photo: WHO/JMartinez 

WHO RESPONSE 

WHO is supporting MHMS respond to the measles outbreak in Solomon Islands. This includes the 
development and implementation of the nation-wide measles vaccination campaign. WHO is providing 
technical support and building sustainable institutional capacity in the following areas: 

Surveillance: WHO is assisting the National Surveillance Unit monitor the health situation and assess 
health trends. WHO is strengthening the Unit’s alert and response network and providing epidemiological 
data to inform the vaccination campaign.  

WHO is also tracking the measles coverage of the campaign through new paper-based and electronic data 
collection tools. This includes finalizing plans for rapid coverage assessment in Honiara. 

Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI):  At the National level, WHO assisted with the completion 
and finalization of microplans for all provinces, except Choiseul, which is likely to be finalized next week. 
Detailed microplanning was completed at provincial, zonal and health facility levels, including sketch 
mapping, movement plans and village listing.  

This week, a WHO EPI expert conducted a training of trainers (TOT) for 18 participants from Central, 
Northern, Eastern and Southern Regions of Malaita. The topics included measles, rubella, vaccine 
preventable diseases (VPD) surveillance with emphasis on acute fever and rash (AFR) surveillance, social 
mobilization, cold chain and logistics, vaccines and supplies, immunization safety (including waste 
management and adverse events following immunization (AEFI)), and rapid coverage assessment (RCA). 
As this was cascade training, the trainers are expected to return to their respective regions and train 
vaccination teams before the initiation of the mass campaign. Trainings in more provinces will be 
completed next week. 

 

 
Health and Nutrition Cluster Coordination: As the coordinator of the Health and Nutrition Cluster, WHO 
is engaging in partnerships to foster joint action where needed. This includes the dissemination of 
outbreak and campaign information to partners on a national and international level. 

Emergency Operations: WHO is supporting the MEOC with administration and logistics assistance, 
including vehicles, fuel and drivers in Honiara and Guadalcanal Province. 
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SUPPORTING PARTNERS: 
• UNICEF 
• GAVI Alliance 
• DFAT 
• Rotary 
• Solomon Islands Chamber 

of Commerce 
• Solomon Islands Red Cross 
• Youth @ Work 
• World Vision 
• WHO 
•  

 

 

Risk Communications: WHO is providing risk communications support to MEOC, including advising the 
MEOC and MHMS Health Promotion Department, assisting with media engagement, and funding IEC 
materials such as banners, t-shirts for volunteers, posters and brochures. 

HEALTH CLUSTER PARTNER RESPONSE 

UNICEF is playing a key role in assisting MHMS respond to the 
campaign. 

UNICEF is working to ensure adequate Measles-Rubella (MR) 
vaccine availability. There will be 200,000 doses arrived in Honiara 
on 25th September. Another 197,000 doses are scheduled to arrive 
in the coming weeks.  

UNICEF's EPI specialist has been working with a team from MHMS 
and WHO to review and finalize microplans to scale up the MR 
campaign in the provinces. Another UNICEF Consultant is arrived 
on Wednesday 24 September and will be deployed to the outer 
islands to conduct training in preparation for scaling up the 
campaign. 

The UNICEF communications team is supporting the MHMS health promotion team and other stakeholders 
(such as DFAT, Solomon Islands Red Cross and WHO) to focus key messages for the campaign. The UNICEF 
communications team will be deployed to the provinces to support the social mobilization at the provincial 
level. UNICEF is also providing the campaign with t-shirts, radio spots and other communications material. 

 

 
CONTACT 

For more information on the WHO Situation Report, please contact: 

SAMANTHA CHAPMAN 
Communications Officer  

WHO Solomon Island 
 chapmans@wpro.who.int 

UNICEF facilitated the procurement of measles vaccines for the mass campaign. Photo: 
UNICEF/ATahu 
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